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Wben the Duke was first placed under arrest he flatly and
truthfully denied having done hurt to the King's welfare. In
a long and most convincing letter to the Privy Council he
asserted his innocence and appealed to many persons who could
prove it.44 At the same time, or shortly thereafter, he wrote
from the Tower another letter to his King's Majesty:
Most gracious and merciful! Soveraign Lord:
I, your most humble Subject prostitute at your foot, do most
humbly beseech your Highness to be my good and gracious Lord.
I am sure some great enemy of mine hath informed your Majestic
of some untrue matter against me. Sir[e], God doth know, in all
my life I never thought one untrue thought against you, or your
succession, nor can no more judge or cast in my mind what should
be laid to my charge, than the childe that was born this night. And
certainly, if I knew that I had offended your Majestic in any
point of untruth, I would declare the same to your Highnesse.
But (as God help me) I cannot accuse myself so much as in
thought. Most noble and merciful Soveraign Lord, for all the old
Service I have done you in my life, be so good and gracious a
lord unto me, that either my accusers and I together may be
brought before your Royal Majestie; or if your pleasure shall not
be to take that pains, then before your Council; then if I shall not
make it apparent that I am wrongfully accused, let me, without
more respite, have punishment according to my deserts. Alas,
most mercifull Prince, I have no refuge but onely at your hands,
and therefore at the reverence of Christ's passion have pity of me,
and let me not be. cast away by false enemies' informations. Un-
doubtedly, I know not that I have offended any man, or that any
man was offended with me, unlesse it were such as are angry with
me for being quick against such, as have been accused for Sacra-
men taries. And as for all causes of Religion, I say now, aad have
said to your Majesty and many others, I do know you to be a
Prince of such virtue and knowledge, that whatsoever laws you
have in past times made, or hereafter shall make, I shall to the
extremity of my power stick unto them as long as my life shall
last. So that if any men be angry with me for these causes, they
do mee wrong. Other cause I know not why any man should bear
me any ill will; and for this cause I know divers have done, as
doth appear by casting libels abroad against me. Finally (most
gracious Sovereign Lord) I most humbly beseech your Majestie
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